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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Claims 1-18 are allowed. 

Regarding independent claims 1,10 and 18, it is noted that the closest prior art 
of record, Singhal et al. ("AT&T at TREC-7" in Voorhees et al. editors, Proceedings of 
the Seventh Text Retrieval Conference (TREC-7), pp. 239-252, NIST Special 
Publication 500-242, July 1999) discloses a method for spoken document retrieval using 
document expansion, but Singhal et al. does not teach truncating vectors by removing 
all terms in the vectors that are not recognized by the recognizer, thereby creating 
truncated vectors, changing weights of terms in the truncated vectors to weights 
associated with the vectors before the vectors were truncated, thereby creating 
truncated, weighted vectors, and adding to the truncated, weighted vectors any terms 
which are not recognized by the recognizer. Thus, independent claims 1,10, and 18 are 
allowable over the prior art of record because the cited prior art alone or in combination, 
does not fairly suggest or disclose the claimed combination of features. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
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3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Thomas M. Isaacson on 5/19/2006. 

Beginning of amendment 
Replace claim 18 with the following: 

18. A machine-readable medium having instructions for a processor recorded 
therein, the machine-readable medium comprising: 

instructions for accessing a plurality of vectors of transcriptions of documents; 

instructions for removing terms in the vectors that are not recognized by a 
speech recognizer, thereby creating truncated vectors; 

instructions for changing weights of terms in the truncated vectors to weights 
associated with the vectors before truncation, thereby creating truncated, weighted 
vectors; and 

instructions for adding to the truncated, weighted vectors terms which are not 
recognized by the speech recognizer. 

Delete claim 19. 

Delete claim 20. 
End of amendment 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Paul Harper whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7605. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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V. Paul Harper 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 



